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Minutes of a meeting of Nailstone Parish Council held on Wednesday 25th February 2026, 7pm, All Saints Church.

Present: Cllr H Darlington (Chair), Cllr D Crane, Cllr T Harrison, Cllr C Waterlow, Clerk K Bates, County Cllr J Melen, Borough Cllr W J Crooks, 3 members of the public.

					  Public session

023/2026	To receive questions and comments from members of the public

	A member of the public asked if it was possible to permit The Bull’s Head public house to advertise their upcoming events within the Nailstone Newsletter. Cllrs and the Clerk responded that the PC is not legally permitted to allow any form of advertisement or promotion of commercial, for profit or business activities within the newsletter. Community group events held at the public house were included in the Newsletter as they were not for profit social activities. 

024/2026	To receive an update from County Councillor J Melen

	Cllr Melen was thanked for a report on County Council business which included news that the flooding grant was open for applications, that the consultation on LGR closed on 27th March and that the County Council had met on 18th February and agreed a budget. The rise in Council Tax was the lowest Council Tax increase for 13 years. 
Cllr Melen was thanked again for his assistance with the street lighting upgrade project.

025/2026	To receive an update from Borough Councillor W J Crooks

	Cllr Crooks was thanked for a report on Borough Council business which included updates on meetings held. Food waste containers had been delivered within the Borough and collections were due to start in March. Problems with management companies following housing developments were discussed.

026/2026	To receive updates from Community Groups and other organisations	

	PCC: A PCC meeting had been held and a new treasurer, Mrs K Elkin, had been appointed. The AGM was scheduled for 14th May.
	Footpath Warden: No issues were reported.
	Nailstone Community Group: The group had held both formal and informal meetings at The Bull’s Head. The Group’s AGM was to be held the following week and the Secretary and Treasurer were standing down. The group had events planned each month until June at The Bull’s Head including a St Patrick’s Day and St George’s Day event. 
	Nailstone Gardening Group: The bulbs planted around the Village in Autumn 2025 were beginning to flower and bare roots delivered over Winter had been potted up. The first in person meet up was scheduled for mid-March, weather permitting. Completion of the Memorial Area was planned, and the Compost Area was to be emptied in Spring.

Council business

027/2026	To consider apologies for absence from Councillors

	It was resolved that apologies from Cllr Harris be accepted.

028/2026	To receive declarations of interests (including Disclosable Pecuniary 	Interests) and requests for dispensations in respect of items on the agenda

	Cllr Crane declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 031/2026 as landowner. Cllr Crane would not be voting or taking part in the discussion on this agenda item.

029/2026	To approve the minutes of the meeting of 28th January 2026 

	It was resolved that the minutes be approved and they were signed by the Chair.

030/2026	To receive updates from Councillors and the Clerk 

	Cllr Darlington: Cllr Darlington reported she and her husband would be assisting Rob Johnson with the siting of the new bench at the entrance to The Oval. The old bench had had its fixings tarmacked over and the wooden legs would be sawn off flush with the ground.
	Cllr Crane: no update
	Cllr Harrison: Cllr Harrison updated Cllrs on his personal circumstances and requested that the Stoneshollow Solar Fund be placed on the next meeting agenda for an update.
	Cllr Waterlow: no update
	Clerk: HSBC – HSBC bank had carried out a routine safeguarding review and had confirmed in writing that the review was completed without any issues.
P&CIF grant and street lighting – The decommissioning and the refurbishment and upgrade works to the PC’s street lighting had been completed ahead of schedule and the PC’s streetlights were now fully operational. The invoice had been submitted to H&BBC to claim the grant monies and the grant monies of £6,259 had been received into the PC’s bank account. National Grid had amended the national database to show the transfer of assets away from Npower on 1/12/25 which would now allow the PC to pay LCC’s electricity invoice. Npower advised they would now amend and reissue their disputed quarterly invoice covering October-December 2025. Following a formal complaint to Npower, Npower had refunded the penalty charge they had issued on the disputed invoice. 
A second formal complaint had been raised with Npower on 23/2/26 due to Npower crediting the disputed invoice and then reissuing the invoice for the same time period of October - December 2025 at 15p more. The second incorrect invoice had been placed in dispute. Cllrs would be kept advised of the progress of this. County Cllr Melen and Officers at H&BBC and LCC had been thanked via email for their assistance with this complex project.

031/2026	To consider planning applications submitted

24/00120/CONDIT  Stoneshollow Solar Development Church Farm Washpit Lane Barlestone 	
Application to vary Condition 2 (Approved Plans), 7 (Archaeological Investigation), 11 (Landscape and Ecological Management Plan), 14 (Noise) and 16 (Drainage) of planning permission. Amendments to the approved Site Layout, Landscape Strategy Plan and wording of the conditions. 

	A S73 application had been made by the developers. Documentation regarding the old/new site layout, LEMP and original planning decision and conditions had been forwarded to all Cllrs by the Clerk.	
	It was noted that the proposed new site layout included fewer trees and that the beehives in the education building had been replaced by bee hotels.
Management of the ecology of the site was to be awarded to a management company and the LEMP was prescriptive in the management of the ecology in the first 5 years of the project, subsequent years were defined as subject to change depending on the performance of the ecology measures.
It was noted that additional battery inverter stations had been placed in the fields and that a permanent road across the site was proposed, linking the inverter stations. This road was to cross the PROW and extend across to the A447. A pylon was required on the site and was to be located at Bagworth Heath.
Cllrs discussed that they saw no rationale for fewer trees and ecology measures had been a ‘selling point’ of the project. Cllrs commented that kissing gates were missing from the site map and these should be kept on site. Cllrs did not object to the site road as it was necessary for the inverter stations but discussed the necessity of proper safety signage where it crossed the PROW. Cllrs wished to raise concerns over the inadequate drainage of the site, with the field being permanently wet and boggy since construction began where the road crossed the PROW. 
It was resolved that the PC submit a comment to include the points above.

032/2026	To note applications determined and comments submitted under delegated powers

25/00970/FUL  Relocation of main entrance from front to side elevation with level threshold, a small fixed canopy and a single-storey rear extension
The Cinnamon Tree Wood Road Nailstone Coalville Leicestershire LE67 1GE
Status: Planning Permission

25/00924/CONDIT  Application to vary condition 3 to planning permission 25/00545/HOU. Amendments to include a dormer window to the rear
Bluebell Cottage Yew Tree Farm Occupation Road Nailstone Nuneaton Leicestershire CV13 0QG
Status: Withdrawn

033/2026	To receive an update on the Npower contract for Church Meadow electricity and approve actions arising

	The standing charge on the PC’s Church Meadow electricity contract had risen from £1.51 per day to £5.74 per day. The Clerk had approached energy switch brokers U.A.C who confirmed that buyouts for electricity accounts were not possible. The PC’s details had been registered with the brokers who would provide end of contract possibilities after April when the energy price cap had been revisited. 

034/2026	To receive an update on the method of delivery for the Nailstone Parish Council newsletter and approve actions arising

	Following agenda item 015/2026 where Cllrs resolved that providing the print quality could be maintained the newsletter printing and delivery would switch suppliers to the Community Voice Cllr Darlington had updated Cllrs on the outcome. 
Printing quality was equal so resolution 015/2026 stood as approved. However, the Community Voice confirmed they did not deliver to Grange Road or across the A447. A delivery person (K) had been approached directly regarding delivering the Newsletter to Grange Rd and across the A447 for a fixed price per delivery of £20, paid on invoice by BACS.  Cllr Waterlow had kindly formulated a potential agreement with conditions which had been circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting for consideration.
Cllrs Harris, Darlington and Waterlow were thanked for their hard work with this item.
	It was resolved that Cllr Darlington ask the delivery person (K) to deliver the newsletter at a cost of £20 per scheduled delivery and that payment would be made on receipt of invoice by BACS.

035/2026	To review and approve the PC’s Grant Awarding Policy

	The PC’s Grant Awarding policy had been circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting. 
It was resolved that the policy be approved and published on the PC’s website for transparency.

036/2026	To review and approve the PC’s Publication Policy

The PC’s Publication policy had been circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting. 
It was resolved that the policy be approved and published on the PC’s website for transparency.

037/2026	To review and approve the PC’s Complaints Policy

The PC’s Complaints policy had been circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting. 
It was resolved that the policy be approved and published on the PC’s website for transparency.

038/2026	To review and approve the PC’s Membership of LRALC for 2026-27

	The PC was required to review its membership of LRALC annually. The renewal and invoice were expected in April. 
It was resolved that the PC renew its membership for 2026-27 at an estimated cost of £360.

039/2026	To consider the PC’s Grounds Maintenance specification and approve actions arising

	The PC’s grounds maintenance specification had been forwarded in both a word doc and spreadsheet format to all Cllrs prior to the meeting. Cllrs discussed that the basic specification was sufficient but that a price list for potential extra tasks should be sought as part of the tender. The price list was to include a price for an additional grass cut to all areas, an extra hedge cut and leaf clearing. Cllrs expressed a preference for the spreadsheet version of the specification to be used to invite tenders with the stipulation that clippings should be taken off site not placed in the compost area. Three quotations would be required.
	It was resolved that the spreadsheet grounds specification be tendered and include the above stipulation for an optional extras price list.

040/2026	To consider a Grounds Maintenance contract and approve actions arising

	Following difficulties with a previous contractor Cllrs had considered it prudent to have a grounds maintenance contract alongside the grounds maintenance specification. The contract would specify invoice timings and would include a severance clause for the termination of the contract due to unsatisfactory performance or lack of attendance. 
Cllr Waterlow was thanked for formulating a potential contract. The contract had been circulated to all Cllrs prior to the meeting. The Clerk would amend the pro forma contract to remove the current contractor’s details and leave it blank.
It was resolved that the contract be approved and sent out with the specification as part of the tendering process.

041/2026	To consider quotations for the resurfacing of the Breedon gravel paths in Church Meadow 

	Cllr Harris was thanked for kindly offering to source quotations for the resurfacing of the Breedon gravel paths in Church Meadow. Cllr Harris had reported to the Cllrs that two quotations had been received. 
	Cllr Crane was thanked for sourcing an additional quotation.
	It was resolved that this item be deferred until the next meeting.

042/2026    	To review the progress of items reported to H&BBC and LCC:	
 
FS761107793 29/10/25 Main St. Footpath. UPDATE: Marked up for repair, two follow up emails sent, scheduled for 18th March 2026.

FS795294863 5/2/26   Junction of Main Street and A447. Pothole around road gulley. UPDATE: Works completed
FS796554529 9/2/26  Bagworth Rd B585 at Wood Rd junction. Blocked gulley leading to carriageway flooding
043/2026	To consider a monitoring report on the play equipment

	Cllr Harrison reported no new issues. 
Cllr Harrison was thanked for continuing to carry out the inspections.
	
044/2026	To consider any monitoring reports on Stoneshollow Solar Farm

	There were none. See agenda item 031/2026

045/2026	To approve the bank reconciliation, location of reserves and invoices for payment

	The Clerk and RFO presented the bank statements, invoices, payment schedule and breakdown of reserves which were signed by the Chair.
	It was resolved that the following invoices be paid, with the street lighting works to be paid by cheque, which was signed by Cllrs Crane and Harrison:



          Supplier	Details	       £.p
          K Bates	Clerk’s salary February 2026                                      289.15                                      
          HMRC                              PAYE February 2026                                                    32.60                                             
          K Bates	Brother Ink Subscription refund                                     4.49
          Hames Partnership           Payroll for February 2026                                             34.20 
          The Graphic                     Newsletter printing                                                        89.00
          H Darlington                    Wix website 3-year subscription refund                      251.74     
          LCC                                  Streetlighting electricity                                              166.49  
          LCC                                  Works to upgrade street lighting                            15,052.42                
         TOTAL                                                                                                  15,920.09                                                                      
                                                                                    
046/2026		To confirm the time, date and place of the next meeting; scheduled for March 25th 2026, 7pm, All Saints Church. 

	Cllr Waterlow submitted apologies in advance as he would be unable to attend the March meeting.

                          The meeting closed at 20:20
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