Coming up

great event. All proceeds go to this worthy charity.

14th September — MacMillan Coffee Morning, All Saints Parish Church, 10.30am to 1pm
Tea/Coffee and Home-Made Cakes, Home made Jams, Raffle / Various Competitions. All welcome. Let’s make this a

30th November — Christmas Wreath Making, All Saints Parish Church, 1pm — 4pm and 6:30pm — 9:30pm

Come along to our very informal wreath making group and learn how to create your very own Christmas Wreath. All
materials will be supplied and tuition given. If you have any special decorations you wish to use, please feel free to bring
them. Festive drinks and snacks will be provided. Spaces are limited, so please book early by sending your details to:
Teresa 07854 576006. Cost is £25 per person with proceeds going to Nailstone Gardening Group.
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INSPIRING WOMEN
Nailstone WI at Ashby Show

14 of us were involved in either group entries or individually. And we
had 15 entries from assorted grandchildren in the children’s catego-
ries. The standard of entries was extremely high this year. Sadly, we
didn’t win any of the group competitions.

Alison was over the moon to win First place in the Photography com-
petition on the theme #ThickTrunkTuesday and a Third place in the
Floral Arrangement to include 3 vegetable items with her basket of
edibles. Keri picked up a Second prize for her beautiful crocheted
bag. The younger generation did very well with rosettes of all colours
being won across the two children’s categories

- Colour in printed picture

- Make a peg doll figure of your favourite character

A lot of hard work goes into this throughout the year and on the day.
Thanks to everyone who cooked, baked, bottled, stitched, glued, cro-
cheted, photographed, set up & took down and manned stands.
Very special thanks to Hilary once again for all her hard work through-
out the year getting us all organised.

Nailstone WI turns 60

We celebrated our 60th Anniversary with a bit of a do. Former mem-
bers, ladies from other local groups and Glenice Wignall, Chair of
Leics. Federation of WIs, joined us to mark this special milestone.
Our current President, Ann, gave a speech of welcome and present-
ed a bouquet to our guest of honour, Barabara Payne. Barabara was
co-founder and first President of Nailstone WI back in 1964.

After we had tucked into the finger buffet and puddings, there was
fizz for a toast and the celebration cake was cut by Barbara (with a bit
of help from her daughter, Hilary, who made the cake)

As we nibbled our cake, sipped our fizz and reminisced and chatted
amongst ourselves, we were entertained by the lovely voice of Jack
Lawton, singing a range of easy listening classics. Members were
presented with a beautiful metalwork plaque commemorating the oc-
casion.

Summer Outing

It was drizzling as we set off from Nailstone for our
Summer outing, but things improved as the day
went on.

In the morning we visited Wightwick Manor, a beau-
tiful home filled with Arts & Crafts treasures.

The afternoon saw us at David Austin Roses, where
we had a bite to eat and a wander round their beau-
tiful rose gardens.

August Meeting

We were joined by Nailstone’s very own Eleanor
Zuercher, who stepped in after a cancellation,to talk
to us all about her beautiful Goldwork needlework.
Eleanor has made a set of Burses and Veils for St
Peter’s Church, Market Bosworth and she talked us
through the process of making them. She also read
us some of her poems stitched inside the Burses.
The Lectern Falls in All Saints Church were also
made by Eleanor and she pointed out the stitched
outline of the church and village on them by way of
personalising them to the church. We were all very
impressed with Eleanor’s work.

Summer Church Event

Our Summer Church Event took place on Saturday 3rd August.
There were various stalls, homemade cakes, jams and chutneys.
The afternoon was blessed without rain!!! We raised funds towards
the upkeep of the church.

Thanks to all who attended and contributed by baking, providing

plants to sell and donations for the Tombola, Bric-a-brac and raffle.

NAILSTONE

We are often asked what is the difference between the Open
and Closed Churchyard, and who is responsible for each of
them.

The maintenance of the Open Churchyard is the responsibil-
ity of the Church and Parochial Church Council. The Open
Churchyard is the area to the South of the Church, bordered
by the tarmac path, where new burials are accepted. The
grounds contractor for this area is employed by the Church.
The Closed Churchyard is the area that does not accept new
burials and is defined as the area to the front of the Church
and around the rear of the Church up to the tarmac path. This
area is still owned by the Church but the responsibility for
its maintenance falls to the Parish Council and the grounds
contractor is employed by the Parish Council.

At recent meetings, the PC has discussed and resolved ac-
tions regarding its larger current projects. The PC is looking
to make the Lych Gate at All Saints safe over the coming
winter and is undertaking significant repairs to this historic
structure, with a replacement oak base, side paneling and
moldings proposed. We are working collaboratively with the
Diocese on this, as undertaking works within a Churchyard
requires a Faculty, which is a formal permission from the
Church of England.

The PC also has resolved to agree on quotations from two
contractors regarding the installation of electricity to Church
Meadow. The PC has secured a grant from H&BBC towards
the funding of this. The PC is required to undertake the
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The gardening group at the Nailstone Village Show

works from Church Meadow to the road boundary, provid-
ing a trench, cabling, and the installation of a cabinet for the
sockets and distribution board. National Grid will be under-
taking roadside work to bring electricity from the road to the
boundary.

The PC has resolved to undertake a comprehensive audit of
the trees that it is responsible for within Church Meadow and
the Closed Churchyard. We have offered to work collabora-
tively with the PCC, with the option of the trees in the Open
Churchyard being surveyed at the same time.

The PC is awaiting quotations from LCC for the repair of the
street lights it owns and is considering converting and up-
grading the lamps to LED’s. This will incur initial expenses
but will lower the electricity bills and future-proof the lighting,
as the old sodium bulbs are due to be phased out.

The PC is extremely grateful to the Market Bosworth Rotary
Club for volunteering their efforts to refurbish the benches on
Church Meadow and the Closed Churchyard. Rotarians met
on two occasions and washed and sanded the benches be-
fore painting, varnishing, and oiling them. Their hard work is
of a high standard and it is lovely to see the benches looking
cared for. Thanks to Deryck and Catharine for opening the
Church for the volunteers. It was a lovely community event.
As ever, the Parish Council meetings are advertised and are
open to the Public. The PC meets the last Wednesday of the
month at 7pm at All Saints Church. Agendas and minutes
can be found on our website.

Please email your contribution to this newsletter to clirdarlington@nailstoneparishcouncil.org.uk by 22nd of each month

Contact: clerk@nailstoneparishcouncil.org.uk / Visit: www.nailstoneparishcouncil.org.uk



Nailstone Village show

The 2024 Village Show was another great success with lots of entries
across all the classes. The Plate of 4 Vegetables, Cheese Scones and
Victoria Sponge were the most highly contested, along with the two
Photography classes. The judges had their work cut out.

Thanks to everyone who entered and congratulations to all those
who won a First or Second award.

Thanks to our amazing judges, Mick and Hilary. It’s a tough job testing
all those scones, cakes etc. but someone has to do it. Thanks also to
Andrea Fletcher, Head Teacher at Dove Bank School, for the use of
their lovely school building.

Winners:
People’s Choice Photograph - Jenn with her photo of Spen
The tallest Sunflower - Katie Ward

Overall winners of the sections:

Vegetable/Fruit section - Mary Wicker (tomatoes)
Flowers section - Malcolm MacKay (dahlias)
Cookery Section - Emily Gilmore (cheese scones)
Craft section - Wendy Caudwell (knitted bag)
Under 8s - Sylvia (painting of flowers)

9-14s - Sophie (painting of flowers)

Trophy winners:

The winner of the Children’s Trophy was Sophie
The Best in Show Trophy was awarded to Malcolm MacKay

Market Bosworth Rotary Club repairing benches - THANK YOU
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The gardening group has continued to meet up over the
summer and we are so pleased to welcome four new
members to our inclusive, supportive and industrious
group. We have thoroughly maintained and weeded the
Memorial area, the Centenary bed, the Rock bed and the
Churchyard bed.

The plants in the Centenary bed have settled in better than
expected considering the strange weather this year.

We have also edged the grass bordering the paths in
Church Meadow which had overgrown, this gives the area
a neater appearance. Thanks to Greg Masters for joining
us and clearing the paths of leaves with his industrial leaf
vacuum.

We also applied our considerable efforts to deal with the
pile of spoil that was piled against the Church tower. The
spoil contained a large amount of rubble and rubbish which
was sifted out and then the spoil was borrowed away.
Hopefully, this will help dry out this section of the Church
wall. Thanks to Pete Daly for helping with the barrowing.
We are grateful for the continued support of Catharine and
Deryck who open the Church when we meet, to give us
space to sit and be refreshed after our efforts.

We have added some wire mesh, donated by one of our
members, to the front of the compost bins on Church
Meadow, to retain the contents and stop the compost

from falling forwards. We fixed it with a gap at the base
in case any hedgehogs decide to make it their home over
winter. Thank you to Derek Crane who whipped out his
angle grinder and cut it in half for us after we turned up on
his doorstep unannounced!

We greatly enjoyed the Village Show and our members en-
tered categories across the board. Members gained 7 First
and 7 Second prizes and planning has started for entries
next year with seed already purchased! We really enjoyed
putting our stand together; we trawled through many pho-
tos to select our best and it was a lovely moment to look
back at how far we have come in two years.

In the near future we hope to carry out some top-up bulb
planting over Autumn and remove the large amount of
grass that has overgrown the path by the postbox.

History of Church Meadow Part 3

After its opening in 1924 the Nailstone Miner’s Welfare In-
stitute was much used and appreciated by the village. It
was the venue for dances, competitions and fundraising
during World War II. After the war, the Institute continued
to be used for social occasions including wedding recep-
tions, funeral wakes, fundraising sales and concerts. The
Nailstone and District Pigeon Homing Society held their
annual show there and funds were contributed to the ‘old
members Xmas fund’. Many other organisations had their
meetings there and it was hired out for parties.

As mentioned in a previous article the Institute was a
wooden building, apparently partly built from an old army
hut (from WWI?), which would explain how it was so quick-
ly erected in 1924. Inside the building there was a fireplace
and chimney for heating, and also a bar, kitchen, and a
stage at one end. The Miner’s Welfare Club part of the In-
stitute became a licenced working men’s club in 1947 and
there was a steward to run it.

However, as the 1960’s drew to a close, the membership
of the club was dwindling, although finances were healthy.
In 1972 the working men’s club was wound up due, said
Mr Harold Boulstridge, Club Secretary, to apathy. “I could
not obtain the necessary number of people to serve on the

committee...so there was no alternative but to let the club
close down.” By 1975 the buildings needed a great deal of
renovation and there was a meeting in May at the parish
council with villagers when the future of the Institute was
discussed. “During the meeting there was a heavy storm
and rain leaked through causing some of those present to
move about and try and find a dry spot”.

During the winter the Institute was too cold to be used and
the removal of the club had led to a decline in use, other
organisations found different meeting places. Reputedly
there was also an outbreak of fire near the bar but no for-
mal reference to this has yet been found. The Parish Coun-
cil tried to gain grant funding to do renovations but the
building was uninsurable and no funds were forthcoming.
Many people thought it was dangerous and should be de-
molished immediately. In May 1976 that is what happened
as Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council decided that
it had to be demolished, apart from a small part in which
furniture could be stored for 6 months. By the summer of
1976, the Institute was no more.

The final part of this story will be in the next newsletter.
Many thanks to Dave Killeen for additional information. If
you have any memories of the Institute, please contact the
History Group by email on NailstoneCommunityGroup@
gmail.com, or via the church café.

Contact: clerk@nailstoneparishcouncil.org.uk

Visit: www.nailstoneparishcouncil.org.uk



