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Parish Council update

The Parish Council held their Annual Council meeting in 
May at All Saints Parish Church. The first agenda item 
of the Annual Council meeting is to resolve who will take 
on the Chair and Vice Chair roles for the forthcoming 
year. At this years Annual Council meeting Cllr Lee 
Harris was elected as Chair and Cllr Tony Harrison as 
Vice Chair for a second year. 
The Council is aware of concerns that have been 
relayed to them regarding the safety and protection of 
public along the Public Rights of Way (PROW) during 
the construction of Stoneshollow Solar Development. 
Whilst the construction is underway the fields are 
designated a construction site and the contractor is 
required to take steps to ensure public safety and protect 
the PROW. The Council is keeping a record of concerns 
and has corresponded with the company undertaking 
the construction to make them aware of both general 
and specific concerns. There has been some improved 
signage and fencing across the fields but if any member 
of the public has concerns regarding their safety please 
email the Clerk at clerk@nailstoneparishcouncil.org.uk.
Other items recently considered by the PC include 
grounds maintenance, maintenance of the property of 

the PC (with remedial works required to the brickwork 
under the pit wheel and benches) safety of memorials in 
the Closed Churchyard and updates on the timescales 
for the installation of the new MVAS (mobile vehicle 
activated sign) and repairs for street lighting. 
The PC is pleased that following a survey of the street 
lighting owned by the PC, support from LCC and 
extensive correspondence with its electricity supplier 
the PC’s street lighting inventory has been correctly 
updated to reflect that the PC owns 7 street lights, not 
12, resulting in over a 40% reduction in its electricity 
charges and a rebate being issued. 
The MVAS will record the speeds of vehicles passing 
through the village at 2 different locations and also the 
time of these speeds. This data can be downloaded 
and will be helpful in providing the PC with evidence of 
speeding concerns.
Parish Council meetings are open to all parishioners 
and meetings are advertised both on the village 
noticeboards and the Council’s website. The next PC 
meeting are listed in the “Coming up” section.
The next newsletter will be in September, which shall 
outline July & August activities jointly.

Wendy Masters, Alison Pailing, Kerry Bates, Janet Jen-
nings and Sam Barton at the D-Day 80 commemoration 
event outside the church.

D-Day 80 Commemoration
All Saints Church Thursday 6th June 2024

Eighty years after the D-Day landings in France in the 
fight to liberate Europe in WW2 Nailstone History Group 
organised an event to commemorate the day. The Group 
were delighted that 96 people attended. Land, farms 
and cottages in Nailstone were once owned by the 
Gopsall Estate and the Lords Howe were benefactors of 
Nailstone school, the church and the alms houses. The 
first talk about Gopsall Park in WW2 by John Matthews 
was of great interest as Gopsall’s was used as a transport 
delivery centre by the Royal Army Ordnance Corps and 
the ATS, and then by the Royal Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers (REME) as a Radio School, and, secretly, for 
the development of Radar.  

This was followed by songs from the D-Day Daisies 
including an interval where guests were invited to look at 
the history display whilst drinking wine or a soft drink with 
‘wartime’ nibbles.  

There was a short talk on ‘Nailstone in WW2’ by Kathy 
Elkin before the evening concluded with audience 
participation as the D-Day Daisies sang their final songs. 
Many comments have been received about how enjoyable 
the evening had been.  

The History Group would like to particularly thank Greg 
Masters on piano, the D-Day Daisies for their excellent 
singing, Caroline Mackay for the display preparation, 
Stan Crane for loaning his model boats, Sue and Tony 
Wilkinson for the American Army Jeep and radio kit 
display. History Group members Janet, Dorothy, Sue, 
Alison, Debby, Kerry, Joy and Kathy provided food and/or 
served the drinks, stewarded the display and registered 
tickets. Garden Group members went the extra mile and 
dressed up as land girls for the occasion. To everyone 
for their support, thank you.  £250 was raised for the 
Community Group’s senior citizens Christmas lunch and 
other Nailstone Christmas events. 

If you or your child had your picture taken by the 
photographer copies are available. Please email 
nailstonecommunitygroup@gmail.com
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Coming up this Summer
12th July – Teddy Bears picnic, organised by the Little 
                  Fishes group, 10:30am-12pm, church.

31th July – Parish Council Meeting, 7:00pm, church.

3rd August – Church summer event

28th August – Parish Council Meeting, 7:00pm, church.

31st August – Village show. See insert for details.

12th September – MacMillan Coffee Morning, church.

18th September - Little Fishes, 10:30am, church.

All Saints Cafe 
- every Tuesday, Church, 10:30am-12:00pm.

Nailstone WI

We were joined in June by Bill Hayley, who served 
in the Royal Navy for 27 years, 7 1/2 on board the 
Royal Yacht Britannia.
The late Queen “inherited “ Britannia, which 
had been commissioned during her father’s 
reign. The Queen insisted that Britannia would 
have 3 main roles: she would use it to visit the 
Commonwealth, it would be used as a hospital 
ship in war (in actual fact this didn’t happen in 
Falklands for for fear of it being too good a target 
for Argentinian pilots) and as a show case for 
Britain and British businesses.
She sailed over half a million sea miles all around 
the globe, flying the flag for Great Britain, before 
being decommissioned in December 1997.
Bill had many anecdotes to tell about his fellow 
crew mates as well as members of the royal 
family. It was  fascinating look into the less public 
life of Britannia.

If you visit Britannia in her new berth in Edinburgh, 
you will see all the clocks are stopped at 15.01 - 
the time when the Queen last stepped off the ship.

Churchyard Clear Up weekend

The church would like to thank everyone for a successful 
churchyard clear up - the community and gardening groups 
and those who loaned wheelbarrows. Although Saturday 
15th June started fine it did gradually become very wet but 
that did not deter 12 residents from coming out for an hour 
to ‘have a go’ at the bramble and dumping area behind the 
church which is impacting the horse chestnut tree. Quite 
a bit was achieved. 

History of Church Meadow part 2

On the 28th of March 1924 George Moore and the 
Parish Council finalised the sale of part of this land to 
Nailstone Parish Council for £100 with the final signing 
of the papers taking place on 25th April 1924.  George 
Moore’s signature was witnessed by William Jordan, and 
the document was signed by Parish Council Members. 
Nine men were elected to the Committee. 
The Nailstone Memorial and Miner’s Welfare Institute 
was opened on Saturday March 1st, 1924, by Lady Mary 
Wheeler, wife of Sir Arthur Wheeler, a stockbroker and self-
made man, who was Deputy Lieutenant of Leicestershire.  
Lady Wheeler observed that ‘in Nailstone they had not 
had the opportunity of spending social evenings in a 
suitable room. The institution would make life brighter 
for Nailstone folk’. The opening (which raised a further 
£50 towards the cost), was followed on the Tuesday by a 
dance, with a large attendance.’
Articles in local papers indicate that the Institute was well 
used over the next 40 years. Dances, fund raising events, 
Sunday school teas, the Village Show, whist drives, and 
church confirmation teas took place. The hall could also 
be used for wedding receptions and funeral wakes.  
Other organisations from the area also regularly hired the 
hall including for the Hunt Ball, St John Ambulance and 
the Young Farmers. 

An event of note was a ‘Japanese Bazaar’ in October 
1929 which raised £100 to meet the cost of installation of 
electric light in the church. ‘A realistic Japanese village, 
entered through an imposing gateway, included thatched-
roofed Japanese shops, village shelters, streetlamps and 
signs and a teashop in which dainty “Japanese” women 
served tea.’
Pictures:  The Japanese Bazaar and post-war photograph 
of the church with the Institute behind, opposite the 
Manor farmyard buildings. 
(If anyone has any photographs of the outside or inside of the 
Institute, or recollections of use please contact the History 
Group at nailstonecommunitygroup@gmail.com)

Gardening Group
The gardening group has been extremely industrious over the 
last month. We have valued our in person meet ups and have 
taken pride in caring for the areas we have responsibility for. 
We start by saying  some “thank you’s”: to Deryck and Catharine 
for opening up the Church to give us a place to rest, to the PC 
for agreeing that the semi circular bed in Church Meadow is to 
be officially known as the “Centenary bed” - rejuvenated in the 
100th year of Church Meadow being owned by the PC, and 
to those people who have stopped to say how much they are 
enjoying the plantings. It’s great to know that the community is 
enjoying the plantings as much as we are!
The group has completed the replanting of the Centenary bed. 
Members planted this bed with plants such as geum, kniphofia, 
geranium, eryngium, echinops, calamagrostis, nepeta and 
verbena bonariensis, which will enjoy the site and aspect and 
will provide a long season of interest and a source of nectar for 
pollinators.

The group has also been busy weeding and edging the 
Memorial area, the Rock bed,  the Churchyard bed and also 
by the pit wheel. We have planted our seed sown gap fillers of 
honesty, cerinthe, echium, foxglove and amaranthus. 

The group has also been volunteering clearing the Victorian 
brick gutters around the Church. These had become full of 
weeds, soil and debris and barrow loads of spoil have so far 
been cleared and removed from these. Drains that were covered 
and blocked have been discovered under the muck and we 
hope this will help the fabric of the Church to have these areas 
working again. We have so far cleared the East and North sides 
of the Church and have begun to work around the South side. 

 
The task reconvened on Sunday in better weather when 
another group of 12 took on the project with gusto and 
cleared the remaining area. The skip was entirely filled 
with greenery, the frogs and toads relocated, and it was 
a job well done as you will see if you walk around the 
back of the church. Some work still remains to level the 
earth mound but this will be organised in due course. 
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NPC Annual Report 2023 
Chairman’s report

Upon reflecting on the past 12 months, I believe we 
should all be proud of our achievements together, not 
only as Parish Councillors but through the support, 
dedication and passion from members of the Nailstone 
community. I personally feel privileged that we can 
attract a regular supporting audience and participation 
from our fellow parishioners, and have enjoyed your 
contribution, respect, resilience and at times the 
laughter.
In no particular order we can celebrate a number of 
successes:
The play equipment group was formed to promote 
the installation of our trim trail within Church Meadow, 
inspired by the leadership and commitment of Hana 
Darlington, who managed to self-propel the scheme, 
from concept to delivery. 
The formation of this group sent a unified message 
that the Parish council heard and supported, and the 
children reap the benefits. The formation and growth of 
the gardening group has formed a positive impression 
on our village, reigniting the rock bed in church meadow, 
planting hundreds of spring bulbs, rejuvenating the 
former school bed and bringing an array of new designs 
and aspirations for the village to consider. For me the 
group seems to have been successful in many ways, 
notably their unity and support for one another.
The Christmas group has formed following the passions 
of Nathen and Elly who are now supported by the wider 
community, bringing the hugely successful nativity 
dressed windows, carols around the tree and preparing 
Christmas hampers for those people in our village that 
need us most. Not forgetting our home grown nativity 
show hosted by Teresa and her family. 

We have equally had our challenging times:
We started the year receiving the resignation of Councillor 
Claire Bonshor. Claire had been a valuable member 
of the team bringing advice on council grants as well 
as strong local knowledge. Taking this opportunity to 
thank Claire for her support and commitment over the 
previous years. We would also like to thank Councillor 
John Smith who resigned earlier this year following new 
commitments and we thank him for his support and 
friendship over the past few years. Later in the year we 
learnt the saddest of news: Bernadette Burns a previous 
Councillor of Nailstone had passed away following 
ill health. Our thoughts and best wishes extend once 
again to her family and friends.
We stood together when we learnt of JBM’s plans to 
change our landscapes from rolling meadows to solar 
arrays. We may not have prevented the scheme from 
being delivered, but we did change its shape and protect 
our footways and hedgerows. We also negotiated a very 
respectable community benefit fund of £180,000 which 
will enable us to make changes of our own design. We 
implemented a speed survey in our village to challenge 

Financial summary for 2023-24 

safety measures and raise awareness with our local 
rural police and have been granted funding through our 
County Councillor Bertie Harrison-Rushton for speed 
signs.
We have replaced 3 stiles with kissing gate and 
protected our footpaths and we are extremely grateful 
for the commitment from Deryck Senior our footpath 
warden who has been our custodian and ambassador.

We have seen the departure of our former Clerk Nicola 
Land, who we are grateful to for bringing the council 
to financial compliance and conformity. However have 
been blessed by the incredible commitment from our 
locum Clerk Chris Peat, who has joined us on loan 
from Carlton Parish Council. Chris took the helm with 
almighty strength and has achieved more in the past 6 
months than we could ever have dreamed of. His legacy 
will be joined by our brand new Clerk Kerry Bates who 
stepped into the role a few months ago and is already 
making significant contributions. As Chris passes the 
baton to Kerry over the next few months I would like 
to thank him for his guidance, immense support and 
commitment. We also look forward to long term relations 
with our neighbouring Parish of Carlton.

It is also important for us to review the development 
story of Aldi. Following successful engagement with the 
site team we were able to gain insight into their delivery 
plans, raise concerns and protect our village from the 
immediate impacts of traffic. We can be thankful for the 
formation of our new country park and the connections 
to Battram Woods.  

We bestow special thanks to our local Borough 
Councillor Bill Crooks who has attended our meetings 
late into the evenings, kept us informed of wider council
agendas, represented and pledged allegiance for our 
public transport, planning advice and generally kept us 
connected. Thank you Bill, we enjoy your involvement 
and look forward to your guidance over the coming year.
We celebrate the joining of Councillor Hana Darlington, 
who has transformed our monthly newsletter, reignited 
our website and has provided a voice from our school 
and the young families in the village. We also have also 
welcomed Councillor Sam Barton who has recently 
joined the team, bringing a wealth of knowledge in 
planning legislation, strong bonds to the community 
and a vibrancy to the team.
I would like to thank Councillor Derek Crane for serving 
another year at the helm, bringing the wealth of local 
knowledge and gravitas to the team, look forward 
to another year together. I would also like to thank 
Councillor Tony Harrison who stood down from the 
Chair but remained by my side as Vice and mentor. 
Wine has been our friend this year and with our new 
thirsty team we look forward to bringing new projects 
forward for the coming year. 
Thank you. 
Lee Harris, Chairman

*The Church Meadow play equipment was funded by a grant from the Nailstone Community Group. The figures above 
have been rounded, and in some cases simplified. Details can be found in Report 2024-05 and on the Finance pages 
of the Parish Council’s website. In practice I am happy to answer questions about the accounts at any time. 
Kerry Bates (Responsible Financial Officer)

RECURRENT PAYMENTS

Grounds maintenance 5834

Clerk and Locum Clerk salaries 3330

Electricity 1528

Newsletter 1285

Website 725

Insurance 654

Play equipment annual inspection & repairs 415

Annual subscriptions (LRALC, NALC, ICO) 273

Clerk - reimbursement of costs 224

Remembrance Day 219

Christmas tree & lights 160

Bank charges 96

Cloud computing 60

Training 50

NON-RECURRENT PAYMENTS

Church Meadow Play equipment* 6523

Legal fees 1259

Church Meadow compost bins 583

Laptop computer & licences 536

Church Meadow rock bed 510

Grants 241

Scanner/printer 200

Local Council Administration 161

H&BBC election recharge 77

Village Watch signs 54

Total VAT on payments 2988

RECEIPTS

Precept on H&BBC 20565

Grants & financial contributions* 10982

S106 funding 1250

Bank interest 257

VAT refunds 1565

Total receipts 34619

Brought forward at start of financial year 27482

Total of receipts and balances 62101

Total payments 27985

END OF YEAR BALANCE (carried forward) 34116
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We hope you have been growing, cooking and crafting, for the Village Show, and that you are 
looking forward to it as much as we are.

Here, we are providing information for you on how to enter and the rules for entry.

Tickets will be available on the day for purchase on the door. You’ll need to buy a ticket for each 
class that you want to enter. Tickets are 30 pence per class and children are still free. Please 
remember, it is one class per household apart from children’s entries which are one ticket per child. 

The classes are the numbered items in the schedule that you received in March.  Please note, we 
will only accept cash for tickets. We would appreciate it if you could bring exact change.

If you are entering a sunflower (Nailstone residents only), someone will come to measure it between 

24th and 30th August. You will need to email us at nailstonevillageshow@gmail.com before 
24th August to arrange this. You will also need to pay 30 pence for your sunflower entry when it's 
measured.

If you need help getting to the venue then please let us know and we will arrange transport for you.

Refreshments and cakes will be available at the venue and there will be a tombola, and even if 
you’re not entering anything you are still welcome to come for a chat, refreshments and to have a 
look at the exhibits. It will be great to see you.

Timetable:

Get your tickets and set up your entries between 8:30 am to 10:30 am

Judging 11:00 am to Midday

Tombola, refreshments, people's vote 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm

Prize giving 2:30 pm to 3:00 pm

You will need to have removed your exhibits by 3.30pm.

Once again, if you have any questions, or if you need another copy of the schedule then email us at: 

nailstonevillageshow@gmail.com or check our Facebook page (search for Nailstone Village 

Show on Facebook).

Rules for entry are overleaf.

Nailstone Village Show (vegetables, flowers, produce, craft)

Rules for entry

1. All exhibits to have been made or grown by Exhibitor.

2. Only one entry per household in each class is allowed.

3. Entries will not be allowed after the staging time.

4. For sunflower class, multiple sunflowers may be grown in your garden but only one entry per 

household. Sunflowers must be grown in Nailstone Parish.

5. Exhibits in Children’s classes must bear a label stating the age of the child.

6. No exhibits can be removed before the end of the show at 3:00 pm.

7. All exhibits must be removed by 3:30 pm.

8. Nailstone Village Show organisers are not responsible for any losses or breakages.

9. There are no refunds on entry fees.

10. All children must be accompanied by a parent/guardian.

11. Only one "people's vote" per person.

12.  THE JUDGES DECISION IS FINAL.
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