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Coming up in May
15th – Little Fishes children group. Church, 10:30-12:00 
16th – WI, Resolutions and what it means to be a magistrate, Suzi Felstead. 7pm, Church, visitors £3.   
           Competition: A hat
29th – Nailstone Parish Council AGM, 7pm, Church

All Saints Cafe every Tuesday 10:30 - 12:00

Please email your contribution to this newsletter to cllrdarlington@nailstoneparishcouncil.org.uk by 22nd of each month

The Nailstone Parish Council update

The Nailstone Parish Council has some important and 
exciting news to share with you. We are pleased to re-
port, that we are now in receipt of the £180,000 com-
munity benefit fund provided by JBM Solar. The funds 
are currently held in the HSBC savings account and 
tranches will be invested into two new secure accounts 
where we can benefit from growth interest.
Given the significance of this opportunity, we are look-
ing to prepare a strategic investment plan and  will con-
sult and advise the Parish at every milestone.
This is an exciting opportunity for the village and we 
look forward to making a long-term impact on the lega-
cy of the Nailstone community.
 
We would like to thank all those who attended the con-
sultation meetings with JBM enabling us to achieve the 
community fund. We are looking to create a long-term 
relationship with JBM through the construction and op-
eration of the solar farm and hopefully encourage them 
to be an ongoing investor in Nailstone.

We were delighted to welcome Janice Quinn, a self confessed  
arctophile, to our March meeting.
We learnt something of the history of Teddy Bears with conflicting 
claims as to who made the first teddies. Was it American Morris 
Mitchom inspired by President Teddy Roosevelt or was it the Steiff 
family in Germany? Whichever, all agree Teddy bears arrived on the 
scene early in the 20th century and their popularity boomed.
Janice introduced us to some very well known teddies - Sooty, Win-
nie the Pooh, Rupert the Bear and Paddington Bear - and passed 
around several of her teddies for us to admire and cuddle.
There were 10 entries for the competition of ‘A Favourite Teddy’. 
The winners, chosen by Janice, were Paula, Hilary & Alison.

Annual Parish Meeting

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at All 
Saints Church at 7pm on May 29th. All village or-
ganisations are invited to attend this meeting and 
present a report and update on their activities. 
This meeting will be followed by the Annual Meet-
ing of Nailstone Parish Council. Please note the 
change of venue which will also be the hosting 
venue for the July and August meetings. We shall 
look forward to see you all.

Catharine, Wendy, Jennie and Mary, co-organisers of the 
Easter Egg hunt event at the Chuch. Thank you ladies.

D-Day 80 Celebrations - Thursday 6th June, in Church 

This special event, organised by the Nailstone History Group, is 
commemorating the 80th Anniversary of the D-Day landings in Normandy, 
France, on 6th June 1944. Everyone is invited to hear the talk by our special 
guest as well as see the specially designed exhibition. There shall also be a 
special appearance of the D-Day Daisies singers.

TALK
Nailstone people at war by John Matthews, Gopsall Park in WWII 

EXHIBITION 
What were the local people, their parents and grandparents doing in June 1944? Come to see this FREE exhibition, 
held at the church between 2-5pm, to find out. An evening event follows and includes wine, soft drinks and snacks, 
tickets cost £5 and can be purchased on Tuesdays at Nailstone All Saints Church Café, 10.30 - 12.00 or via e-mail: 
Nailstonecommunitygroup@gmail.com or txt/call Kathy 07960 541796, and from History or Nailstone Community groups.

In other news, we are also pleased to report that the 
NPC application to the Community Equipment Grant 
fund has been successful and the community is to re-
ceive a new kissing gate instead of the stile that is situ-
ated at the entrance to the field by the Church. The new 
gate will provide more accessible path to our residents.
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Easter egg hunt

There was a fantastic atmosphere in All Saints Church at the East-
er Egg Hunt and Easter Tea on Saturday 30th  March. It was a big 
success with 39 children and their families enjoying the hunting 
challenge in the Church Meadow. The children also enjoyed the 
Easter crafts inside the Church which had beautifully decorated 
windows to admire. The Easter Tea was appreciated by all ages 
with an amazing selection of home made cakes and biscuits. 

It’s become an annual favourite event, put on by the Church and 
Nailstone Community Group, made possible by generous do-
nations of time, preparation,  baked goods, craft skills, window 
dressing and of course Easter Eggs! So many people working 
together to promote a sense of community is something to cel-
ebrate.
This free event for families, welcomed donations of over £400, 
with some going towards the childrens’ Christmas party. Nail-
stone Community Group received £120 which will go towards the 
Senior’s Christmas Lunch.  
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Nailstone Community Group 
Who are we and what do we do?

Nailstone Community Group (NCG) was set up just over 7 
years ago when a group of people got together in the Bulls 
Head with the aim of ‘getting to know your neighbours’, 
organising social events, and having fun. NCG is now a 
formally constituted social group with meetings usually held 
on the first Thursday of the month. We aim to ‘promote, 
support and benefit the wellbeing of the community living 
in the parish of Nailstone.’ The formality enables us to 
provide access to facilities such as banking, public liability 
insurance and a lottery licence (for prize raffles etc) for other 
smaller groups in the village, including the Book, History, 
Gardening, Village Show and Christmas Groups.

Membership of NCG is automatic for everyone over 18 
who lives in the parish, regardless of whether they choose 
to come to meetings or not. Everyone is welcome to the 
monthly meetings which are currently held in member’s 
homes whilst The Bull’s Head pub is being renovated.
About 8 to 12 people regularly attend meetings plus 
occasional others but there’s always room to come and see 
what goes on. The meetings are a great opportunity for a 
chat and some great ideas have generated out of them for 
events and activities. We love to see and meet new people, 
and refreshments are provided by the host.

Last year was a great year for grants in the village. A group of 
mothers with junior and infant school children decided that 
additional play equipment was needed in Church Meadow. 
Under the leadership of Hana Darlington, they raised the 
amazing amount of £11,469 from local companies and a 
village raffle to provide the new wooden Trim Trail.

The Gardening Group was very active in 2023 applying for 
grants to improve the verges around the village and Church 
Meadow. A village contractor upgraded the compost area

in the corner of the garden, the group replanted the ‘rock 
bed’, 5,000 bulbs were planted around the village in 
the autumn and the bed at the front of the church was 
rejuvenated. The NCG was pleased to assist the Group by 
receiving the grants into their bank account and paying the 
subsequent invoices, thus providing audited accounts for 
funders.
Many of you will have enjoyed entering or visiting the 
Village Show, organised by the Village Show group. The 
number and variety of entries each year is growing, and the 
money raised is held in the NCG bank account to be drawn 
on for the next year event.
Other activities & events are held throughout the year and 
many of these provide funds for Christmas - a busy time 
in the village. In 2023 these included decorating Church 
Meadow, Christmas windows and the opening event held 
in Main Street, Songs Around the Tree and the senior 
citizens’ Christmas lunch at the church.
More recently All Saints church and NCG hosted a very 
well attended Easter Egg Hunt for children and delicious 
tea & cake for all.
If you have any suggestions for future events, would like 
to attend meetings but want to chat to someone first, or 
would like to set up another group and need support please
contact us. Email Nailstonecommunitygroup@gmail.com 
or contact us via our Facebook page or pop along to the 
Tuesday morning church café for a chat.

                 Gardening Group

Nailstone Gardening Group have held their first in person gar-
dening meetup of 2024.  Seven members met up on Saturday 
13th April and between us we donated 28 hours of time. We 
were eager to get started on practical gardening and by the 
end of 4 hours were really pleased with what we had achieved, 
with the areas looking smart and full of promise.
We started work on the bed under the Church noticeboard, 
thoroughly weeding, edging and trimming back the dead 
stems. 
Primroses donated by a group member were planted on the 
bank behind the postbox. 
We then moved on to Church Meadow, where the Rock bed 
was thoroughly weeded, pruned and dead stems and foliage 
removed. The paths around the benches and the Rock bed 
were thoroughly swept.  All of the green waste was recycled 
onto the compost area, which was also tidied and swept. 
We planted 3 new plants in the memorial area, 2 heuchera and 
a nandina. These plants were chosen as they will have a red 
tint to their foliage in November, for Remembrance Sunday. 
They were purchased with money raised by our members. 
In addition, seeds and compost were also purchased with 
money raised by members and the seeds are being sown by 
members as colourful annual and biennial gap fillers for the 
areas which we are caring for.  

For our next meet up we will be focusing on weeding, 
edging and caring for the Memorial area and the main 
entrance to Church Meadow.
We would like to say thank you to Catharine and 
Deryck Senior who offered to open up the Church for 
the Gardening group members on Saturday morning. 
We were very grateful to be able to have the opportu-
nity to make a hot drink, have a seat with a cake and 
have a chat. Voices in the Church

The whole Dove Bank Primary School visited the Church 
on the 20th of March to celebrate Easter. The Reverend 
Ann Hall led the service whilst the children sang themed 
songs they were preparing for weeks ahead of the event. 
The sound of the young voices in our wonderful church is 
always very impactful and member of the public are often 
invited to join and listen.

On the 12th of April the Church welcomed the Ibstock 
Community Choir with many members from our village. Ac-
companied by a pianist the ladies sang wonderful songs 
such as Build me up Buttercup and Three little Birds. Over 
50 attendees also enjoyed poem readings as well as flute 
and saxophone solos.
It is joyful to see the school, church, local and wider com-
munity united and enjoying each others company.


