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The past twelve months have been very tough as the Government have 

reduced the Rate Support Grant to local councils, and also the New Homes 

Bonus being withdrawn plus the County Council continually withholding the 

recycling credits. 

 

The Borough Council balanced this out by charging an extra £5 per household 

on the Council Tax and reducing the amount of Housing Benefit that can be 

paid to 88%.  They also introduced the charge for the Brown Bin (green waste) 

which actually made a profit. 

 

The New Homes Bonus has been withheld from Parish Councils, but a large 

chunk of this (along with the surplus from the brown bin charges) has been 

allocated to form the new ‘Communities Fund).  This is a great idea for the 

Rural Areas, but because it will only be paid out to parishes with major projects 

that have to meet a strict criteria it will only benefit a few (but they have all 

lost their New Homes Bonus). 

 

This year has seen the demolition of the old Leisure Centre and the continued 

success of the new one.  There has been a slowdown of take up for the shops 

on the ‘Crescent’ with some standing empty, fortunately not the ones 

allocated by the Borough Council. 

 

One of the major expenditures was the purchase of the Old Co-op site on 

Castle Street for which the Council has had to borrow some £1.5 million.  This 

has enabled the car park to be retained but will prove an issue unless the 

building can be let or sold! 

 

Planning continues to be an issue, with Councillors being told that they are no 

longer allowed to refuse planning applications.  They can defer items with a 

mind to refuse them and then the applications come back again to the next 

planning meeting with little or no change and in the meantime members are 

leaned on to pass them. 



 

There are working parties on Planning Policy Guidelines each month to discuss 

applications but the numbers of application members see are never more than 

half a dozen and can be as low as four.  These applications are always the 

controversial ones with issues generally through public involvement which 

officers do not want to tackle on their own. 

 

Neighbourhood plans are the ‘In Thing’ for 2016/17.  It is the Governments 

way to get Parish’s to propose land for development to which the public will 

not object!  A bit like Turkeys voting for Christmas!.  As other Parishes are 

setting up Neighbourhood plans, not doing one will leave the community open 

to any developers applications and the threat that if we do not prepare a 

Neighbourhood plan it will be done for us, so what choice do we have? 

 

I thank the Parish Councillors and residents of Nailstone, for their help and 

advice throughout the year. 

 

Regards 

 

 

 

Councillor Bill Crooks 
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